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New Year’ s Concert.
How did you spend your New Year’ s

Holidays?
without attending the New Year’ s Concert.

T can’ t start my New Year

Every year I go to the Suntory Hall in
Tokyo on New Year s Day and listen to
waltzes, polkas and operettas played by
Volksoper from Vienna, Austria. Above all,
I like “The Blue Danube” by Johan Strauss
II, which is said to be the second National
Anthem of Austria. Previously, [ thought
that the Danube is a very beautiful river
imagined from the lovely melody of this
Further, the title also says the

river is beautiful and the water is blue

music.

I had opportunities to see this river

twice. At first in Germany. The river was
muddy; neither transparent nor blue. I
thought it was because of the rain the day
before I visited. Later, I saw it in
Hungary and was again disillusioned with
its cloudiness. I gather the river was
much cleaner 150 years ago when this waltz
was composed in 1867 because of much less
pollution. Finally, however, I reached the
conclusion that, even if he were alive now,
he must surely compose the music
beautifully, because he feels that way

through his he;”t.
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